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To 
MIS . N NAH M OR E, 
— LADY | 
MOST WORTHY OF ADMIRATION, 
F O R : 
: HER POETICAL ABILITIES, 
HER ELEGANT ACCOMPLISHMENTS, 
A N D | 
HER GOODNE3S OF HEART, 
THIS ATTEMPT ro ELUCIDATE 
THE MYSTERIOUS 5TORY 
OF ONE oF THE OBJECTS 
OF HER BENEFICENCE 
IS, WITH ALL RESPECT) 


INSCRIBED, 
BY HER MOST OBLIGED, 


AND MOST FAITHFUL SERVANT, 


Tis TRANSLATOR, 


— 


neee 


** 


— 


CR 


e 


ES, 


ret 


2 * 


—_ At. Dt 


WS 
"TRANSLATOR's PREFACE. 


HE following narrative was 

| tranſmitted from the con- 

5 tinent, a few days ſince, to a lady of 

diſtinction, who has reſided ſome 

years abroad. Under the ſanc- 

tion of that lady's obliging con- 

ſent, it is here offered to the 
public in an Engliſh dreſs. 

IT The original tract makes its 

appearance without either name 
A * or 
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1 
or place, or any other date than 
that of the preſent year. It 
is entitled, © L'INCONN UE, 
„ HIsTOIRE VERITABLE,” and 
_ originates moſt probably in ſome 
part of the Imperial dominions. 
By way of introduction to the 
narrative, the author gives us the 
affecting recital of the poor fe- 
male ſtranger's ſufferings at Bri- 
ſtol, as publiſhed ſome years ſince 
in ſeveral news-papers. He leaves 
it to the reader to determine, 
whether the ſufferer in both in- 
ſtances is one and the ſame per- 
ſon. 


„„ 


The Engliſh editor 1s equally 


deſirous to ſubmit this queſtion to 


the deciſion of the reader; nor 


is it poſſible to attain to any thing 
beyond mere preſumptive evi- 


dence in this mayter ; the poor 
ſtranger's intellects being ſo de- 
ranged, as to preclude any fur- 
ther information from that quar- 


8 improbability" or 
incoherence may by an attentive 
reader be diſcoverable in her 
ſtory, the poſroriity of its being 
true muſt certainly be admitted. 
And indeed it is on this ground 
that we preſent the following 


A 4 Pages 
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pages to the conſideration of the 


public: to whom we ſhould pay 


but a very awkward compliment, 
were we to offer to their notice 


what appeared to ourſelves im- 
poſſible or abſurd : ſuch a con- 


duct would rather be an inſult 
offered to their underſtanding, 
than a laudable deſire of contri- 
| buting to their information or 
amuſement. 

If any difficulty ſhould ariſe 
in the mind of the reader, on ac- 
count of the poor wanderer's pro- 


ficiency in the Engliſh language, 


this we think will in a great de- 
gree be ſolved, when it is remem- 


wm} 
bered, that between the time of 
her diſmiſſion from Quievraing, 
and her ſuppoſed appearance in 
the neighbourhood of Briſtol, ſe- 
veral years had elapſed, of which 
no account whatever has been 
given: And there is no improba- 
bility in the idea, that this unfor- 
tunate ſtranger might, during this 


Xs Dy 
Fu (7 y 
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period of her life, have been ſo 
ſituated, as to have acquired a 
conſiderable knowlege of the 
Engliſh tongue. 

To this, another eit 
may be added; viz. the facility 
with which our language is at- 
tained by thoſe who have been 

| * 


e 
n 
WES >! 


1 
accuſtomed to . German. 
The fimilarity of idiom, and the 
connexion ſtill ſubſiſting between 
the two languages, may lead us 
readily to account for this. If 
we were called upon to illuſtrate 
our obſervation by an example, 

| we have not far to go for a very 
ſtriking one, in the firſt female 
perſonage in this kingdom; that 
perſonage, who has been graci- 
ouſly pleaſed to intereſt herſelf 
in behalf of the helpleſs female, 
who ſought fo ſad a a in the 
Britiſh dominions. 

We are ſorry to add, from the 
moſt recent accounts, that the 


poor unfortunate LovisAa(tfor that 
1 


Fo 1 
is the name by which ſhe is called 
at preſent) is ſtill in a ſtate of 
confinement, under the humane 


Z inſpection of a lady, whoſe cha- 
* radcter as a writer is ſo well eſta- 
bliſhed, as not to ſtand in need 
of any eulogium from us; and 
whoſe character as a benevolent 
chriſtian, ſurpaſſes all that we are 
able to fay of it. Humble merit 
in diſtreſs raiſes its head, ſup- 
ported by her generous exertions; 


and friendleſs, inoffenſive poverty 
is ſure of a refuge under her pro- 
tection, The unhappy ſtranger's 
diſorder approaches nearer to ide- 
otiſm, than tolunacy—her beauty 
is * body is pale and 
ema- 
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emaciated—and ſhe is become a 
melancholy ſpectacle. She has 
once or twice been betrayed into 
an acknowlegement that ſhe un- 
derſtands the German language. 
She has been greatly affected by 
hearing it ſpoken; but has inva- 
riably maintained that artful re- 
ſerve, which leaves her origin 
and the place of her nativity in- 
volved in uncertainty. This un- 
certainty we muſt not hope will 
be entirely done away, (though 
ſome light ſhould be thrown on 
her ſtory,) in thoſe pages, from 
which we do not wiſh any lon- 
ger to detain our reader. 


INTRO- 


* 


* 5 — - * 


— 


INTRODUCTION. 


\ 


A TALE of REAL WOEF. 


\HE following little narra- 
tive is ſo ſtrictly and literal- 
ly true, that it does not require 
any ornament from fiction, or any 
embelliſhment from language. 
Thoſe, for whom truth has any 
charms, will feel it, and to ſuch 
only 


P F irſt publihed! in the St. James's Chro- 
nicle, about four years ſince. 
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only it is written. I ſhall relate 
it with the utmoſt ſimplicity, 
and the cloſeſt adherence to 
fact. | 

Near four years ago, a young 
woman ſtopped at a ſmall village 
near Briſtol, and begged the re- 
freſhment of a little milk. 
There was ſomething ſo at- 
tractive in her whole appearance 
as to engage the attention of all 
around her. She was extremely 
young, and ſtrikingly beautiful: 
her manners graceful and elegant, 
and her countenance intereſting 
to the laſt degree. She was alone 
— a ſtranger — and in extreme 


diſtreſs; 


1 = 

diſtreſs; yet ſhe uttered no com- 
plaints, mo uſed no arts to excite 
compaſſion, Her whole deport- 
ment and converſation bore viſi- 
ble marks of ſuperior breeding, 
yet there was a wildneſs, an in- 
| coherence, and want of conſiſt- 
ency in all ſhe ſaid and did. All 
day ſhe wandered about in ſearch 
Y of a place to lay her wretched 
bead, and at night actually took 
up her * under an old 58 
ſtack. 

4 The neighbouring ladies re- 
monſtrated with her on the dan- 
ger of ſo expoſed a ſituation, but 
in vain; their bounty ſupplied 

| her 


a 


[ - xvi 3 


her with the neceſſaries of life, 


but neither prayers nor menaces 


could induce her to ſleep in a | 
houſe. As ſhe ſometimes diſco- 
vered evident marks of inſanity, 


ſhe was at length confined. 

1 paſs over this period of her 
hiſtory — it is too touching for 
my own feelings; —it would too 


i tenderly affect the „ 


the reader. 
At length ſhe was itt, 
with all the ſpeed her ſmall 


remains of ſtrength allowed, ſhe 
flew to her beloved hay-ſtack, 


though it was ſix miles from the 
place of her confinement. Her 
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rapture was inexpreſſible on find- 
ing herſelf at liberty, and once 
more ſafe beneath this miſerable 
ſhelter. | 
It is now near four years fince 
this forlorn creature has devoted 
herſelf to this deſolate life, fince 
ſhe has known the comfort of - 
a bed, or the protection of a 
roof. Hardſhip, ſickneſs, intenſe 
cold, and extreme miſery, have 
gradually injured her health, and 
impaired her beauty, but the is 
fill a moſt intereſting figure; 
there is an uncommon ſweetneſs 
and delicacy i in her air and man- 
ner, 4 


b She 


xviiiẽ 
She is above all that vanity ſo 
common to her ſex, and ſo natu- 
ral to maniacs; for ſhe will nei- 
ther wear nor accept of any finery 
or ornaments, but hangs them 
on the buſhes as below her at- 
tention. 

She refuſes to give the leaſt 
account of herſelf; her ſilence 
on this head is invincible; her 
recollection ſeems impaired, and 
her whole mind viſibly diſturbed; 
yet her anſwers are pertinent e- 
nough, unleſs ſhe ſuſpects the 
queſtion is meant to enſnare 
her. . 
Her 


[ ix 1 
Her way of life is the moſt 
harmleſs and inoffenfive that can 
be imagined; every fine morning 
ſhe walks round the villages, 
converſes with the poor children, 
makes them little preſents of ſuch 
things as are given her, and re- 
ceives others in return ; ſhe will 
take nothing except milk, tea, 
and the moſt funple diet. 
No means have been left un- 
attempted by the neighbouring 
ladies (one in particular, who 
has been her conſtant and un- 
wearied benefactreſs) to prevail 
on her to live in a houſe; but her 
conſtant reply IS, ” that trouble 
b 2 % and 


„ ͤ ü. 
ee and miſery dwell in houſes, and 


e in liberty and freſh air.” 


a note, part of which the Tran- 
flator has ventured to inſert i into 
the text. 


[4 One in particular, Ge. This 
« lady is named * Atking ; ſhe 
* reſides 


— — 


The word Atking we may ſuppoſe is 
here miſtaken for Aikin; the name of ano- 
ther female ornament of our country; 
which for obvious reaſons might eaſily be 
ſubſtituted for that of the poor Louiſa's real 
benefaQreſs, *o whom this tract is dedi- 
cated. 8 


& that there is nn happineſs but 


| [The French Author has here | 
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n 
* 
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reſides at Briſtol; and has be- 


nevolently undertaken the care 
of cur fugitive. By the moſt 
conſtant aſſiduity, ſhe has per- 
ſuaded her to reſide at the 
houſe of a ſargeon in that city, 
where the 1s ſtill living. He 

has contrived to gain her e- 


ſtcem—but as ſoon as he would 


make any enquiry as to her 
birth, ſhe lifts her finger to 
her lips. 


As her averſion to ſleeping 
in a bed ſubſiſts, a mattraſs is 
placed for her on the ground 


— and ſhe often amuſes herſelf 


with ſhaping the quilt into the 


imitation of a royal robe, 
« One 


— 

« One day a coach and four 
« paſſed along the ſtreet—her at- 
ce tendants ran to the windows 
« She enquired the cauſe; and 
e then ſaid, A wonderful ſight 
ic truly! my father's coach was 
% always drawn by EIGHT HOR=- 


«x8, 7h 
From a certain peculiarity of 
expreſſion, with a flight foreign 
tincture in her pronunciation, and 
in the conſtruction of ſome ſen= 
| tences, ſome have been led to 
conjecture, that ſbe is not of | 
this country. Various attempts 
have been made at different times 
to draw from this circumſtance 
ſome knowlege of her origin. 
About 


1 

About a year ago a gentleman 
ſpoke to her in the languages of 
the continent; ſhe appeared un- 
eaſy, reſtleſs, and embarraſſed: 
but when he addreſſed her in 
GERMAN, her emotion was too 

great to be ſuppreſſed, ſhe turned 
from him, and burſt into tears. 

This anecdote, which is told 
in the neighbourhood, was a few 
days ago. related to two gentle- 5 
men, whom humanity led to 
viſit this forlorn creature. 

One of them, who ſpoke 'e. 
man fluently, made the experi- 
ment; ſhe was evidently confu- 
ſed, bluſhed, and from accident, 

or 


—w Ie 1 
or a knowlege in de- Language, 
anſwered fome queſtions in Eng- 
liſh; but, feeling as if ſhe had 
been hurried into an imprudence, 
ſhe artfully changed the ſubject, 
and denied having underſtood 
what had been ſaid to her. 


This artleſs ſtory is written 
with no other view but the 
warm hope that it may catch 


the eye of ſome one intereſted 


in this tale of woe, and the 


ardent wiſh of reſtoring an ami- 
able and wretched young crea- 
ture to the arms of (perhaps) 
3 broken-hearted parent. 
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The writer heartily wiſhes 

the whole had been a fiction, 

and that he had not been him- 

ſelf an eye- witneſs to the diſtreſs 

he relates —it would have ſpared 
him many a pang of unavailing 
ſorrow, and (although a man) 

ſome tears of uſeleſs compaſ- 

Rn -__ | 


PHILALETHES. 


'% 


c The 


x i! 


De following lines (awrit- 
ten under the idea that the Briſtol- 
| ranger was a fugitive from a 
Convent) will, perhaps, not be 
' unacceptable to the public. They 
are extracted from a piece called 
Clifton Hill,” publiſbed, with ſe- 
veral others, by ANNE YEARSLEY, 
a ſelf-taught | poeteſs of Briſtol, 
20e works the tranſlator is happy 
to recommend to the curious, nd. | 
the compaſſionate reader. 


BENEATH 
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| BenzaTH this ſtack Louiſa's dwelling roſe, 

Here the fair Maniac bore three winter's ſnows. 
Here long ſhe ſhiver'd, ſtiffening in the blaſt, 
The light'nings round their livid horrors caſt. — 

„ % „„ % „ „% 
She ſtarts — then ſeiz'd the moment of her 
fate, 
Quits the lone cloyſter, and the horrid grate, 


Whilſt wilder horrors to receive her wait: 
Muffled, on freedom's happy plains they ſtand, 
And eager ſeize her not reluctant hand. 

Too late to theſe mild ſhores the mourner came, 


For now the guilt of flight overwhelms her 


frame. 
* * * ** 2 
Diſhevelled lo her beauteous treſſes fly, 
I And the wild glance now fills the ſtaring eye: 


= 
bl 


its move 


] 
heir orb 


Bright ſpheres, (where beam'd the ſparkling. 


ing in t 


fires of love) 


Now roam for objects which once fill'd her 
mind, 


The balls fierce glar 
III-ſtarr'd Lovisa! 
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N the ſummer of the year 1768, the 
1 Count de Cobenzel, Imperial Mi- 
niſter at Bruſſels, received a letter 
from a lady at Bourdeaux; the writer 


requeſted him “ not to think it ſtrange, 


<« if his advice and friendſhip were 
e eagerly ſought after; — adding, 
that the univerſal reſpect which his 


* talents and his intereſt at Court had 


cc acquired, engaged her to addreſs 
c herſelf to him — that in a little 
time he ſhould know who the per- 


<< ſon was, that had preſumed to ſo- 
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<« ving attended to her.“ 
ter, which was written in very indif- 


1 
& licit his good offices, and that per- 
& haps he would not repent of ha- 
This let- 


rent French, was ſigned La Freulen. 


The Count was deſired to return an 


anſwer to Mademoiſelle La Freulen, 


at Bourdeaux, 


A ſhort time after this, TD Count 
received a letter from Prague, ſigned 


„Le Comte J. de Weiſſendorff, in 
which he was intreated to give the veſt 


advice in his power to Mad. La Freu- 
len—to intereſt himſelf warmly in her 
behalf—towriteto Bourdeaux in herfa- 
vor—andeven to advance her money, 


to the amount of a thouſand ducats, 


if ſhe ſtood in need of it. The letter 
was concluded in theſe words: ben 
| $i 


3 1 
you ſhall know, Sir, wo this ſtranger 
is, you will be delighted to think that 
you have ſerved her, and grateful to 


thoſe who have given you the 2 


nity of doing it. 

M. de Cobenzel replied to the 
ſtranger, that he was highly ſenſible 
of the honor of her good opinion — 
that he ſhould be proud of aſliſting 
her with his advice, and of ſerving her 
to the utmoſt of his power: bur that 
ic was firſt abſolutely neceſſary he 
ſhould be informed of her real name, 

After this the Count received a let- 


ter from Vienna, ſigned © Le Comte 


de Dietrichſtein.”* In this he was 
again requeſted to pay every poſſible 
attention to Mad.“ La Freulen, and in 


particular to entreat her to be frugal. 
BE: He 
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He anſwered this, as well as the for- 
mer letter from Prague — but no 
notice was taken of his reply to ei- 
ther. 
Mean while his epiſtolary inter- 
courſe with the young lady at Bour- 
deaux continued. Towards the end 
of the ſame year, the wife of a tradeſ- 
man of that city, named Madame 
PEnglumee, came to Bruſſels upon 
buſineſs — that buſineſs having in- 
troduced her to the Count de Coben- 
zel, ſhe ſpoke to him of La Freulen 
in terms of the higheſt praiſe. She 
extolled her beauty, her elegance, and 
above all, that prudence and propri- 
ety of conduct, which did ſo much 
honor to a perſon, left at that ten- 
der age to her own diſpoſal. She 
. added, 


wr oh 
ONS! 


TS] 
added, that the young lady had a 


houſe of her own, that ſhe was ge- 


nerous, expenſive, and even magni- 
ficent—that ſhe had been three years 
at Bourdeaux — that the diſtinguiſh- 
ed attention with which the Marechal 
de Richelieu treated her, the extreme 


reſemblance of her features to thoſe 
of the late Emperor, Francis 


e Firſt, 
and the entire ignorance of all the 
world, as to her birth, gave riſe to 
ſtrange conjectures — that the young 


lady had often been queſtioned on the 


ſubject, but that ſhe always took care 
to obſerve the maſt ſcrupulous filence 
as to her family. 

The Count was afterwards deſired 
by Mad.“ La Freulen, to fend her 


an head-dreſs of Bruſſels lace, valued 


B 3 at 


4 
at fifty louis-d'ors, This commiſſion 
he executed but ſome time afterwards 
ſhe ſent him word that ſhe ſhould re- 
turn this head-dreſs, (whichſhehadonly 
once worn, ) becauſe ſhe was unable to 


pay for it. The Count requeſted her 
not to give herſelf that trouble. 


She likewiſe informed him, that 
ſhe was highly diſpleaſed with the 
Count de Mercy-Argenteav, the Im- 
perial Ambaſſador at Paris, on account 
of that extreme curiolity which he 
thought proper to expreſs reſpecting 
her ſtory. — She added, that all his 
perſecution would be fruitleſs, becauſe 
ſhe was determined not to admit him 

to her confidence. She ſaid, however, 
that ſhe was ready to inform M. de 

Cobenzel of every Particular — but 
ene 


E 


that the ſecret was too important to be 
truſted to chance; and therefore ſhe 
propoſed to viſit the Auſtrian Nether- 
lands, and relate to him all her hiſtory. 
In the mean time ſhe ſent him her 
picture, which ſhe deſired him to exa- 
mine with attention, and which might 
perhaps lead him to ſome conjectures 
as to what ſhe had to relate. Accor- 
dingly ſhe fent the miniature.—The 
Count ſaw in it nothing more than the 
features of a very lovely woman — 
but Prince Charles de Lorrain thought 
the portrait bore a ſtrong reſemblance. 
to the late Emperor, his brother. 
The correſpondence ſtill continued 
— M. de Cobenzel anſwered all the 
letters in a polite, and even an affec- 
tionate manner; but was particularly 
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CE] 
guarded in his expreſſions. One day 
ſhe acquainted him that ſhe would 
ſend him two more pictures, with one 
of which ſhe begged him to compare 
her own. The Count not receiving 
them, preſſed her to fulfil: her pro- 
miſe——ſhe replied, that ſhe had ſent 
them to a jeweller, to take them out 
of a caſket in which they were ſet 
with diamonds, and that as ſoon as 
the jeweller returned them, ſhe would 
diſpatch them to Bruſſels. In fact, 
about a fortnight afterwards, ſhe ſent 
him the portraits of the Emperor and 
Empreſs. — The former was known 
by Prince Charles to have been * 
ed by Liotard. 

"= December 1768, M. de Co- 
benzel received a very ſingular letter, 


dated 


4 4 


dated, VIkVVA. From my Jad, 


— two in the morning. In this the 


Count was highly commended for | 
the good advice he had given the 


young ſtranger, and requeſted to 
continue his attentions. He was told 


that M:\de Mercy had behaved in a 


very different manner towards her, 


and that he might one day feel the 


conſequences — The writer added, 
that the poor girl had ſuffered 
oreatly; but that it was deſigned 


to put her in ſuch a ſituation as 


would make her ample amends 
« ſhe was ſo tenderly recommended to 
«© me by that perſon who was deareſt 
« 2% me in the world!” The Count 
was charged to inculcate ceconomy, 
and . admoniſhed of the 
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1 
importance of the ſecret. This letter 
had no ſignature. | | 

Some time afterwards, the young 
lady ſent to M. de Cobenzel, enquiring, 
whether he had not received a letter 
concerning her? He anſwered in the 
affirmative — and that ſhe had been 
recommended to his care in the 
ſtrongeſt terms — ſhe replied, I am 
much obliged to you for your good- 
ce neſs; but I will tell you honeſtly, 
<« that if I wanted any particular fa- 
* vor, I would rather addreſs myſelf 
te to God than to the Saints! 

In the beginning of the year 1769, 
the Count received ſome diſpatches 
from Vienna, which contained ſeveral 


very extraordinary circumſtances re- 
ſpecting 


8 


. 
ſpecting the ſtranger. The Court of 
Vienna had ſent a requiſition to that of 
Verſailles, to arreſt La Freulen, and 
to ſend her under a ſtrong guard to 
Bruſſels, where ſhe was to be exa- 
' mined by M. de Cobenzel, and the 
firſt Preſident, M. de Neny. Prince 
Charles, about the ſame time, receiv- 
ed a letter from the Empreſs, enjoin- 

ing him to be very careful that the 
priſoner ſhould not eſcape—and bid- 
ding him ſpare neither pains nor ex- 
. pence in detaining her. Her Majeſty's 
letter was concluded as follows — 
« This wretch wiſhes to paſs for the 
« daughter of our late royal maſter — 
&« if there was the leaſt probability in 
&« the flory, I would love her, and 
e zreat ber like one of my own children: 
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12 
& —but I know that it is an impoſture; 
* and I wiſh every poſſible effort to be 
* made that this unhappy creature 


„may no longer profane the dear and 


< venerable name of our departed 
** Lord,” Her Majeſty recommen- 
ded the ſtricteſt ſecrecy in carrying 


on the buſineſs — and added, that 


this adventure had already made too 
much noiſe, and that all Europe 
would ſoon ring of it. 

It ſeems the Court of Vienna was 
informed of the affair in the follow- 
ing manner. While the Emperor 
was on his travels in Italy, the King 
of Spain received a letter, apparently 


written by his Imperial Majeſty, 
informing him in confidence, that 
his father, the late Emperor, had left 


a 


FOR] 

a natural daughter, whoſe ſtory was 
only known to his ſiſter the Arch- 
dutcheſs Marianne, himſelf, and a 
few faithful and confidential friends 
— that the young lady had been 
moſt earneſtly recommended to his 
care by his father — and that ſhe was 
reſident at Bourdeaux. He intreat- 
ed the King of Spain to ſend for 
her, and give her an eſtabliſnment 
at Madrid with ſome lady of rank, 
or in a convent, where ſhe might 
be treated with the care and reſpect 
due to her birth, till ſome. plan 
{ ſhould be fixed on for the future 
| happineſs of her life. He added, 
that he requeſted this mark of friend- 
ſhip of His Catholic Majeſty, becauſe 
he himſelf did not dare to undertake 
theſe 


„„ 

theſe kind offices for the perſon in 
queſtion, leſt the Empreſs ſhould 
by ſome means or other hear of it, 
whom he wiſhed to remain in per— 

petual ignorance of the ſtory, 
The King of Spain, thinking this 
letter very extraordinary, tranſmitted 
it to the Emperor himſelf, who was 
then at Milan, demanding ſome ex- 
planation of the matter. The Em- 
peror, who had not written the letter, 
nor had ever heard a ſyllable of the 
adventure, ſent the pacquet to the 
Empreſs ; who made immediate en- 
quiries about the ſtranger, and diſ- 
patched a meſſenger to Bourdeaux 
to ſeize her. She was arreſted in 
her Own houſe, in Auguſt 1769, by 
M, Carel de Ferrand, Lieutenant of 
„% the 
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the Marechauſee of the Province 
of Guienne, who was her intimate 


friend, and whoſe nephew had ſoli- 


cited her hand; but this, for reaſons 


that will afterwards appear, ſhe had- 


peremptorily refuſed. As ſoon as 
the rumor of her arreſt was ſpread 
about the city, her creditors took the 
alarm; and Madame L”*Englumee, 


the very perſon who had given ſuch 
an advantageous character of her to 


M. de Cobenzel, came to inſult her 

in ſo brutal a manner, that M. de 
Ferrand ordered her to be turned out 
of the apartment. 

Fear and diſtreſs took off 5 
of La Freulen's beauty — ſhe had 
continual ſpaſms in her ſtomach, at- 
tended with ſpitting of blood; which 

obliged 
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obliged her to travel very llowly. 


At length ſhe arrived at Bruſſels, 
attended by M. de Poyot, an officer 
under M. de Ferrand. While ſhe 
was on her journey, and almoſt 
immediately before ſhe quitted the 


French dominions, a perſon un- 


known, dreſſed like a courier, put 
a billet into hefthands at the coach- 
window, and then fled with the ut- 
moſt precipitation, She begged her 
guide to read the billet, which only 
contained theſe words — My dear 
« girl, every thing has been at- 
5 tempted to ſave you: keep up 


« your ſpirits, and do not deſpair.” 


She proteſted that ſhe neither knew 
the courier, nor the hand writing. 
PO 


7 * 


I 

On her arrival at Bruſſels, ſhe 
was immediately taken to the houſe 
of the Count de Cobenzel. She was 
dreſſed in a gown of grey taffeta, - 
a black cloak, and a veil of white 
gauze, which covered her face, and 
which ſhe took off when ſhe entered 
the miniſter's apartment, Her figure 
would have intereſted the moſt inſen- 
ſible heart in her favour. She was 
tall and elegantly formed — her air 
was at once ſimple and majeſtic— 
her complexion fair; her arms de- 
| licately turned—her hair brown, and 
calculated to receive the embelliſh- 
ments of art to the greateſt advantage. 
—She had that freſhneſs of colour 
which no borrowed tints can imitate 
fine dark eyes, and a look which 
| . e. 


1 

expreſſed every emotion of her ſoul. 
She ſpoke French with a German 
accent, and appeared much confuſed, 
but without any particular ſymptom 
of female weakneſs. 

Her alarm was ſoon diſſipated by 
that confidence which M. de Coben- 
zel ſo well knew how to inſpire— 
in her letters ſhe had always called 
him her Father—when in his pre- 
ſence ſhe addreſſed him by the ſame 
endearing name — ſhe would have 
kiſſed his hand, but he prevented her 
by catching her in his arms. He 
fat down near her — talked to her 
on the ſubject of her health—deſired 
her to make herſelf perfectly eaſy— 
and told her ſhe ſhould have the 
utmoſt attention and the kindeſt 

| 8 treat- 


[ 19 ] 
treatment, if ſhe would ſtrictly adhere 
to truth. She repeated ſeveral times, 
« Yes, my dear father, I will inform 


<« you of every thing—I am a good 


„ girl, and never injured any human 


&« creature. It is true, I have con- 


& tracted ſome debts - but was that 
a crime? I] had been plentifully 
ſupplied with money, and expected 
* a continuation of my allowance.“ 

All her diſtreſs appeared to ariſe 
from the circumſtance of her debts— 
thoſe ſhe conſidered as her only faults, 
and as the ſole cauſe of her having 
been apprehended. She inveighed 


4 


* 


againſt the cruelty of Madame L'En- 


glumẽe- - ſhe ſaid, that M. de Ferrand 
had aſſured her, the ſum due to that 


woman ſhould only be paid in-part, 
C 2 as 
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1 
as ſne had groſsly deceived her in the 
price of every article that ſne had ſold 
her. She expreſſed no concern what- 


ever at her being a priſoner, and 
only aſked M. de Cobenzel if ſne 


might not remain at his houſe. The 


Count frankly told her that this 
was impoſſible ; aſſuring her at the 


ſame time, that ſhe ſhould be treated 


with all imaginable reſpect in an 
apartment he had prepared for her 


in the fortreſs of Monterel, which 
was at a very little diſtance from 
Bruſſels; and that if ſhe wanted any 
thing, ſhe had but to expreſs her wiſh, 


and her commands ſhould immedi- 


ately be obeyed. He promiſed to 
wait on her there the next day; and 


ſhe took her leave of him, to all. 


s 28 
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| taken care to provide a female atten- 


from his library. She thanked him; but 
ſaid ſhe never had a moment which 
hung heavy on her hands, ſo much 
was her mind taken up with viſio- 


the truth was, ſhe could neither read 


[22 | 
appearance in a ſtate of perfect tran- 
quillity. She was conducted to Fort 
Monterel, under the guard of Major 


de Camerlang, a man of ſenſe and 
good nature; and M. de Neny had 


dant for her. The next day the Count 
went to ſee her—he found her in very 
good ſpirits; ſhe ſeemed delighted 
with her apartment, and pleaſed with 
the conduct of thoſe about her, The 
Count offered her the uſe of any books 


nary projects for her future life — 


nor write. M. de Camerlang taugh 
C 2 1 her 


„ 

her to ſign her name, while ſhe was 
in confinement. The cauſe of this 
ignorance will preſently be explain- 
ed. | 

The next day her examination 
began. M. de Cobenzel and the Pre- 
fident went to Fort Monterel, at ten 
in the morning. The Count de Neny, 
who had not as yet ſeen the priſoner, 
was extremely ſurpriſed at her ſtri- 
king reſemblance to the late Em- 
peror. They aſked her, where ſhe 
was born ? ſhe ſaid, ſhe knew not, 
but that ſhe had been told the place 
where ſhe was educated, was called 
Bohemia, She was aſked if that 
place was a town? and what was the 
earlieſt incident in the courſe of her 
lite that ſhe could remember ? ſhe 

| | | ſaid, 
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ſaid, that the place where ſhe was 


brought up, was a little ſequeſtered 
houſe in the country; that there was 


neither town nor village near it and 
that before her inhabiting this houſe, 
ſhe had not the leaſt recollection of 


any thing which had happened to 
her. That in her infancy ſne had been 


under the care of two women, one 


about fifty years old, the other about 


thirty. That ſhe called the firſt 
Mama, the ſecond Catherine—that 
ſhe ſlept in the apartment of the 
firſt-named woman, and that both 


of them treated her with much kind- 


neſs and affection — that from time 
to time, an Eccleſiaſtic, (as ſhe has 
ſince ſuſpe&ed a Jeſuit) came to ſay 


maſs in an apartment in the houſe, 
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and to teach her the 1 — that 
the woman ſhe named mama,“ had 
begun to inſtruct her in reading and 
writing, but that the rieſt oppoſed 
it, from the moment it came to his 
knowledge; and from that time ſhe 
was taught no more. However, ſhe 
added, that he always _ her 
with infinite mie, - i 

She ſaid, that about a year after 
this, a handſome man, in a hunting 
ſuit, accompanied by another gen- 
tleman, dreſt in the ſame manner, 
came to the houſe where ſhe re- 
ſided. That ſhe was immediately 
ſent for; when the ſtranger embraced 
her, placed her on his knees, careſſed 
her much, and recommended it to 
her to be good and ſubmiſſive. She 

doubts 


Eo 
doubts not that this perſon had ſeen 
her before, becauſe ſhe recollects that 
he thought her grown taller, and 
altered; but ſhe never remembers 
having ſeen him at any former 
time. 
About aightien months afterwards, 
he returned, accompanied by the 
ſame attendant as before, and even 
in the very ſame dreſs. She ſaid, 
that, at this ſecond interview, the 
features of her unknown viſitor made 
ſo ſtrong an impreſſion on her mind, 
that had ſhe never ſeen him more, 
ſhe ſhould not have forgotten them. 
She ſays he was of a middling ſize, 
and rather corpulent, had an open 
countenance, a ruddy complexion, a 


dark beard, and a little white ſpot 
upon 
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26 
upon one of his temples. She ob- 
ſerved that M. de Neny bore ſome 
diſtant reſemblance to the perſon ſhe 
ſpoke of, particularly in the lower 
part of his face—ſhe ſaid further, 
that at this ſecond interview, re- 


marking ſomewhat red that appear- 


ed about the ſtranger's neck un- 
der his riding-coat, ſhe aſked him 
QJwhat it was? he replied, it was a 
mark of diſtinction worn by officers 
— ſhe, ignorant in every particular, 
enquired what he meant by an ofi- 
cer? © They are,” ſaid he, Men of 
Honor, Gallantry and Spirit, whom 
« you muſt love, becauſe you are 
„the daughter of an officer your- 
& ſeif.” She added, that at this 
ſecond viſit ſhe found herſelf ex- 


tremely attached to the ſtranger—and 


that 
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E 
that when he took his leave, ſhe 
ſhed a flood of tears; at which he 
appeared much affected, ang promiſed 
her ſoon to return, 

He did not keep his odds 
he returned not till two years after; 
and when ſhe reproached him with 
abſenting himſelf ſo long, he told 
her, that at the time he had fixed 
for coming to her, he had been 
violently ill, in conſequence of over- 
heating himſelf in the chace. W 

N. B. Prince Charles recollected, 
that at a time correſponding with 
that above mentioned, the Emperor 
was in fact taken ill on his return 
from hunting. ] | 

This third interview, which was 
the laſt, furniſhes the moſt intereſt- 
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335 1 
ing anecdotes. The ſtranger deſired 
to be left alone with her. When 
he told her of his illneſs, ſhe ſhed 
tears — he was himſelf melted, and 
aſked her why ſhe wept? Becauſe 
“ I love you.” He aſſured her that 
he felt equal love for her—that he 
would take care of her—would make 
her rich and happy—would give her 
a palace, money, and attendants; 
and that her domeſtics ſhould wear 
yellow and blue liveries. He aſked 
her, afterwards, if ſhe did not wiſh 
to ſee the queen? ſhe replied, ſhe 
did not know what a queen meant. 
« A queen is the firſt lady in the 
© kingdom, and highly to be reſpect- 
cc ed as ſuch; you would love her 
ec much if you knew her — but that, 
K for the ſake of her peace of mind, 
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« you muſt never do.” — He 


then preſented her with thg two 
pictures, which ſhe had ſent from 
Bourdeaux to M. de Cobenzel, She 
ſaid, ſhe told the ſtranger, that one 
was his own picture—he allowed it; 
and bade her keep it as long as ſhe 
lived, as well as that of the Empreſs: 
and a third picture, which he after- 
wards gave her, of a female, whoſe 


features were half-concealed by a 


veil, This, he told her, was her 
own mother. The pictures were in 
a blue ſilk purſe that contained a 


great quantity of ducats. The ſtran- 


ger, when he quitted the young lady, 
aſſured her ſhe ſhould ſoon be happy, 
and not have a wiſh ungratified ; but 
that ſhe muſt promiſe him never to 
marry, and to keep that vow always 
in 
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in her remembrance, After this he 
took leave of her with the utmoſt ten- 
derneſs, and ſhe herſelf was extremely 
affected. | 

She related, that in the interval 
between the ſtranger's firſt and ſecond 
viſit, there came one day, accompa- 
nied by two men, a lady, who aſked 
to ſee her—the lady was dreſt in a 
ſtyle of great ſimplicity -was of mo- 
derate ſtature, fair, of a pleaſing 
aſpect, and rather inclining to cor- 
pulence. This lady looked at her 
with great earneſtneſs, and began to 
weep— ſne aſked her ſeveral indiffe- 
rent queſtions, and then embracing 
her two or three times, ſaid, ** My 
child, you are indeed unhappy !“ 
Her emotion was ſo great, that ſhe 
12 85 called 


[ 3 1 


called for a glaſs of water to keep 


her from fainting—ſhe drank it, and 


departed immediately. Mad. la 
Freiilen ſaid, that ſhe could not be 
poſitive, whether the picture which 


the ſtranger gave her at his laſt 


viſit, bore any reſemblance to this 
lady, 

When the examination had pro- 
ceeded thus far, it was obſerved that 
the young priſoner began to preva- 


ricate about the circumſtances of her 


ſtory. Yet even after this was dif- 
covered, ſhe perſiſted in moſt ſo- 
lemnly declaring, that till now, and 
indeed till her quitting the houſe 
where ſhe was educated, her narrative 
had been faithful in all its particulars. 


Every — was thoroughly ex- 


amined 


E 
amined the queſtions were put to 
her in every poſſible form, to obſerve 
if ſhe did not vary in her replies 
but ſhe always repeated the above 
facts with the ſame circumſtances, 
and the ſame ſimplicity. 

She told the ſtory of her departure 
from the place of her education, in 
words to the following purport. 

That a little time after the ſtran- 
ger's laſt viſit, the Eccleſiaſtic who 
had taken care of her from her 
infancy, came to inform her, that 
her Protector was no more; and that 
before he expired,” he had ordered her 
to be conducted to ſome convent in 
France — the prieſt ſaid, ** that ſhe 
% muſt ſer forward on her journey 
« in a few days, and that he came 

| to 


„ 
* to meaſure her for ſome elothes;“ 
which he afterwards did, with a rib- 
bon he had brought with him for 
that purpoſe. A week after this he 


arrived in a poſt-chaiſe, bringing with 


him four complete dreſſes, viz. two 
peliſſes, a black and a red gown; 
till now ſhe had only worn a dimity 


undreſs. The prieſt immediately made 


a parcel of all the young lady's little 
property. — She put on a blue peliſſe 
E he handed her and her attendant, 
Catharine, into the carriage, and got 
into it himſelf. | 

She wept grievouſly at parting with 


the woman ſhe had called © mama” 
but beſides the grief of the ſeparation, 


ſhe was terribly afraid of the convent. 
The enquiries ſhe had made of Ca- 
DU __ tharine 
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tharine and her mama in the week 

preceding her departure, had given 
her moſt frightful ideas of the life to 
which ſhe thought herſelf condemned 
for the remainder of her days. She 
could not tell what towns ſhe paſſed 
through ; but ſaid, that on her arri- 
val at Hamburgh, the prieſt, after 
diſmiſſing Catharine, made her em- 
bark on board a veſſel freighted for 
Bourdeaux. The moment ſhe took 
ſhip, a man, to all appearance about 
fiſty years old, came to offer her his 
ſervices, ſaying, that he would take 
care of her during her voyage. On 
their arrival at Bourdeaux, this man, 
who had acquired great influence over 
her, took her to the houſe of a Ger- 

man merchant, who was ſettled in 

that 
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that city; and the wife of this mer -· 
chant placed her with Madame Guil- 


laumot, with whom ſhe remained du- 


ring the whole time of her ſtay in 


Bourdeaux. A fortnight after her ar- 


rival at this lady's houſe, a letter was 
brought to her, addreſſed to Made- 
moiſelle Felicia Juliana de Schonau, 


a name which, at her leaving Bohe- 
mia, the Prieſt told her ſhe was in 


future to conſider as her own, Ma- 
dame Guillaumot, by her deſire, read 
this letter to her,— It contained rules 


for her future conduct, and aſſuran- 
ces, that ſhe ſhould be amply ſup- 
plied with money — ſhe was adviſed 
by the writer to remain with Madame 
Guillaumot; but to perſuade that lady 


to diſmiſs all her other boarders, and 


devote her attention to her alone. 
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This letter was concluded without ei- 
ther ſignature or date, and it enjoin- 
ed her to be diſcreet, and to forbear 
making too curious enquiries. Some 
days after this, a gentleman came to 
her houſe, and, without any preface, 
put a purſe of a thouſand louis d'ors 
into her hands; only adding, that he 
was commanded to advance her that 
ſum for the purchaſe of furniture. She 
aſked him, from whence the money 
came? he begged her to make her- 
felf eaſy, and not to be curious. 
— She ſays ſhe has reaſon to think 
this man was an Eccleſiaſtic. She 
then took a houſe and furniſhed it. 
Madame Guillaumot went thither as 
her companion — and ſhe lived at 
Bourdeaux amongſt perſons of the 
" +. mow 


7 3 


firſt conſequence, till the day of her 


confinement. 
The manner in which the ſtranger 


told the tale of her embarking at 
Hamburgh and her arrival at Bour- 
deaux, appfaring highly improbable, 


M. de Cobenzel told her, it was evi- 
dent, that her ſtory was untrue, He 
bade her remember what he told her 


the day of her arrival at Bruſſels; 
ce that the only way to obtain the fa- 
vor and protection of the Empreſs, 


*© was to be ingenuous and ſincere“ — 


that it was on this condition alone he 
had offered her his beſt ſervices; but 


that, as he found ſhe had deceived 


him, he ſhould now abandon her to 
the conſequences of her impoſture. 


As the Count ſaid this, he looked at 
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B 
her with a fixed and ſevere counte- 
nance, which diſconcerted her the. 
more, as till now ſhe had only ſeen 
that air of tenderneſs and politeneſs, 
which marked his character. She 
was all confuſion — and M. de Co- 
benzel having riſen from his ſeat, as 
if about to depart, ſhe held him by 
his cloaths, and throwing herſelf at 
his feet, ſaid, with many tears, that 
it was true ſhe had much to relate 
to him, but ſhe would ſay no more 
in the preſence of Monſieur de Neny's 
ſecretary, As ſoon as that gentleman 
had left the room, ſhe fell down a- 
gain on her knees, and with renewed 
expreſſions of grief, entreated M. de 
Cobenzel to take pity upon her; con- 
feſſed that ſhe had deceived him in 
the 
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the account of her embarkation at 
Hamburgh; but called Heaven to 
witneſs, that all which ſhe had faid 
of her education in Bohemia was 
true, to the moſt minute circum- 
ſtance. She afterwards always per- 
Gited in this aſſertion, nor ever va- 
ried, in the ſmalleſt particular, when 
croſs-examined, at different times, as 
to the former part of her life. — And 
thus ſhe told anew the ſtory of her 
departure. 

When the caſte came to take her 
from her houſe in Bohemia, he told 
her, that he was going to * 
her to a convent in France. Igno- 
rant as ſhe was, the little which Ca- 
tharine and her mama had told her 
of a religious life, taught her to con- 
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fider it as an horrible priſon, from 
which there was no eſcape — and 
this idea had fo diſturbed her mind, 
that from the moment of her quitting 
her habitation in Bohemia, ſhe had 
formed the project of flying, as ſoon 
as poſſible, from ſuch captivity. — 


During her journey to Hamburgh, 


ſhe found no opportunity of execu- 
ting her deſign - but her alarms were 


ſo much increaſed, when on her arri- 


val in that city, ſhe ſaw the ſea, and 
the ſhips, that on the eve of the day 
fixed for her departure, ſhe roſe from 
Catharine's fide as ſhe ſlept, made a 
little parcel of one gown and ſome 
linen, took the purſe with the three 


pictures, and the 100 ducats which 


the ſtranger had given her, and at 
break 


E 
break of day left the city. She 
walked a long time; till ſpent 
with fatigue and terror, ſhe took re- 


fuge in the barn of a farmer, and 


there fell aſleep. The owner of the 
premiſes fourd her, and ſtruck with 


her youth and beauty, civilly offered 
her a little room, and the beſt bed in 


his houſe, which ſhe accepted. 
Her fears not ſuffering her to con- 
tinue ſo near to Hamburgh, ſhe ſoon 
quirted this retreat, She wiſhed to 
give ſome proof of her gratitude to 
the honeſt people who had afforded 
her protection; but they would ac- 
cept of nothing. From hence, mount- 
ed on a wretched carriage, ſhe took 
the road towards Sweden,—The third 


day of her "Rem ſhe fell from the 


vehicle, 
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( 42 
vehicle, and received ſo dangerous a 
wound in her head, that it was neceſ- 
fary to take her to a neighbouring inn, 


and call in the aſſiſtance of a ſurgeon. 


It happened, that a Dutch family 
called at this inn in their way to Swe- 
den — theſe people defrayed the ex- 
pences of her ſickneſs, and, out of 
compaſſion, ſuffered her to join their 
travelling party. [At her exami- 
nation, ſhe told the names of theſe 
Hollanders, as well as that of a Lu- 
theran prieſt Who was with them, and 
who, at this preſent time, is private 
tutor to a merchant's children in 
Hamburgh.] When ſhe arrived at 
Stockholm, ſhe quitted her fellow 
travellers, and went to lodge at the 
houſe of a German woman, whole 

huſband 


9 


ml 
ba had a ſmall poſt under Go- 
vernment. This woman, happily for 
the ſtranger, was a perſon of great 
integrity, and conceived the tender- 


eſt friendſhip for her. While ſne 


reſided here, her hair-dreſſer told 
her one day, that the Count de Bel- 


gioſo, Imperial Miniſter at Stock- 


holm, was making ſtrict inquiry after 
a young lady that had eloped from 
Hamburgh. The ſtranger, who be- 
gan to form an idea of the conſe- 
quences of her flight, and whom the 
apprehenſions of poverty terrified ſtill 
more than the thoughts of a con- 
vent, told her informer, that ſhe was 
the perſon ſought after, and per- 


mitted him to make this diſcovery to 


the Ambaſſador, The next day ſhe 
7 re- 
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received a billet from that Miniſter, 
inviting her to his houſe. The billet 
was read to her by a girl that waited 
upon her, named Sophia — ſhe did 
not heſitate a moment, but repaired 

that day to the Count de Belgioſo. 
He received her with great reſpect; 
| aſked her the circumſtances of her 

departure from Hamburgh — and it 
being (as he thought by her replies,) 
evident that ſhe was the perſon whom 
he ſought, he told her, that he was 
inſtructed to take the greateſt care of 
her, and that he would go to ſee 
whether ſhe was in convenient lodg- 
ings. He offered her money, which 
ſhe accepted, for the blue purſe was 
entirely empty. M. de Belgioſo went 
to viſit her the next day he told her 
| | 5 ſne 


NV“ | 
ſhe muſt ſtay no longer in ſuch a 


Place, and that he would procure her 
a more commodious apartment near 
his own houſe, In two days ſhe went 


to this apartment — it was at the 


| houſe of a tradeſman: and Sophia 


continued about her perſon. —M. de 


Belgioſo ſent her a lacquey, and fur- 
niſhed her with proviſions from his 


own table. Not long afterwards, he 
told her that ſhe had been ſtill more 
ſtrongly recommended to his protec- 
tion, and that ſhe muſt take up her 
abode at his houſe; and accordingly 
ſne went thither the ſame afternoon. 
She ſays, that while ſhe was at the 


houſe of M. de Belgioſo, ſhe was ſo 


affected by the ſight of a picture, per- 


fetly reſembling the ſtranger who 
| came 
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came three times to ſee her at her 
dwelling in Bohemia, that ſhe ſwoon- 
ed away upon the ſpot. [The Count 
de Belgioſo has by letter confirmed 
this aſſertion; and it ſeems the pic- 
ture was that of the Emperor Francis. ] 
It was with the greateſt difficulty thar 
they recovered her from her fainting- 
fit; and a violent fever was the con- 
ſequence, which very nearly proved 
fatal to her. She ſays, ſhe grew 
taller during this illneſs, which laſted 
ſix weeks, and was ſo much altered, 
that ſhe appeared to be thirty years 
old, though ſhe could not at this 
time have been above ſixteen, | 
When ſhe was perfectly recovered, 
the Ambaſſador told her, he had re- 
ceived advice from Hamburgh, that 
: ſhe 


- 


Be 
ſhe had quitted that city in company 
with a young Engliſhman. She de- 
nied it in the moſt ſolemn manner, 
becauſe ſhe had no Engliſh acquain- 
tance whatever: but M. de Belgioſo 
perſiſted in his accuſation ſo long, 
that, wearied out with conſtant per- 
ſecution on the ſubject, ſhe confeſſed 
herſelf guilty of a crime that ſhe 
knew was falſcly laid to her charge. 

This raſh confeſſion, as well as 
many other inſtances of imprudence 
in her conduct, ſhe attempted to 
palliate, in a manner that very ſtrong- 
ly proved her ſimplicity and ig- 
norance of the world. This igno- 
rance extended to ſuch a degree, 
that M. St. Gere, Aſſiſlant to the 
Imperial Conſul at Bourdeaux, hq 
| Was 


| [ 4 ] 

was ſent for to Bruſſels during the 
_ priſoner's examination, depoſed, that 
while he was her ſecretary at Bour- 
deaux, ſhe wiſhed him to ſign a 
feigbed name to a letter—and when 
he remonſtrated, that ſhe could not 
make uſe of a name that was not her 
own, ſhe replied, Who can forbid 
„ my doing any thing that I wiſh ? 
« May I not aſſume any name, any 
« ſignature, at my pleaſure ?”? 

It muſt be obſerved; that at the 
time of her elopement from Ham- 
| burgh, the daughter of a merchant 
in that city was carried off by a 

young Engliſhman; and this adven- 
ture, being confounded with that of 
our heroine, gave the Ambaſſador 
| thoſe ſuſpicions which ſhe had the 
folly 


L 49 ] 
folly to confirm. It is evident that 
after this confeſſion, M. de Belgioſo 
believed her to be the merchant's 
daughter, and not the young lady 
who had been recommended to his 
care: becauſe a little time after 
this, he told her, he was miſtaken 
as to her perſon, and adviſed her 
to return to Hamburgh. He gave 
her 25 louis d'ors for her travelling 
expences, and entruſted her to the 
care of a merchant who was then 
on his return to that city. On her 
arrival at Hamburgh, ſhe anxiouſly 
ſought after thoſe perſons, whom ſhe 
had quitted with ſo much precipita- 
tion—ſhe walked every day on the 
quay, and in the moſt frequented 
parts of the town. 5 
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At this time, a man, in appearance 
about fifty years old, and plainly 
dreſſed, who had followed her at a 
diſtance for ſeveral days, at laſt ac- 
coſted her, and propoſed to her to 
go to Bourdeaux. She conſented 
to it the more readily, becauſe ſhe 


recollected that the prieſt had wiſhed 


her to embark for that place — and 
ſhe ſuppoſed, that by following the 
plan at firſt marked out for her, ſhe 


ſhould the more eaſily meet with thoſe 
who intereſted themſelves about her 


fate. The man whom ſhe met on 
the quay embarked with her — her 
voyage was proſperous in every par- 
ticular, and he attended her during 


the courſe of it in the manner ſhe 


had at firſt related. The priſoner 
always 


1 
always perſiſted in ſaying that every 
circumſtance ſhe had mentioned, of 
her arrival at Bourdeaux, and her 
adventures in that city, was moſt 
ſcrupulouſly true. 

Soon after ſhe had taken a houſe of 
her own, to which Madame Guillau- 
mot accompanied her, ſhe received an 
anonymous letter, in which ſhe was 
commanded to go to the Duke de 
Richelieu, and aſk that protection, 
of which ſhe ſtood ſo much in need. 
The writer preſſed her the more ear- 
neſtly to do this, becauſe the Duke 
was already acquainted with the par- 
ticulars of her ſtory. Accordingly ſhe 
went to the Duke's palace. He in- 
formed her that he had received 3 
letter from the Princeſs d'Averſberg, 

eh rar E 2 


re- 


=] 

recommending Mad."* de Schonau in 
the ſtrongeſt terms to his care. He 
made her a thouſand offers of ſervice, 
and according to his cuſtom, ſaid 
more than a woman of h6nor ought 
to, hear. She burſt into tears, and 
on her knees implored his pity ; and 
the Duke on his part, made apologies 
for his imprudence, _ ; 

A few days after this he came to her 
houſe, and earneſtly recommended it 
to her to learn the French language, 
which as yet ſne underſtood very im- 
perfectly. M. de Richelieu paid her 
ſeveral other viſits, and always treated 
her with the higheſt reſpect. She 
was a conſtant gueſt at all his enter- 
| tainments, and when any queſtions 
were aſked him concerning her, he 

made 


E 
made this uniform reply“ She is a 
e lady of great diſtinction.“ 
The reſt of the examination con- 
ſiſted of minute circumſtances, fo- 
| reign to our purpoſe; and chiefly 
reſpected the company with whom 
ſhe aſſociated during her reſidence 
at Bourdeaux. It muſt not however 
be forgotten, that ſhe had there. sgWo 
very advantageous offers of mar- 
Triage: the one from M. de —=; the 
other from the nephew of M. de 
Ferrand, a counſellor of the parlia- 
ment of Bourdeaux. She refuſed 
both; conceiving herſelf bound to 
perpetual celibacy by the promiſe 
ſhe had made the ſtranger in Bo- 
hemia. 


1 54 J 

It is neceſſary to mention her pe- 
cuniary reſources. We have already 
obſerved, that while ſhe lived with Ma- 
dame Guillaumot, a perſon unknown 
preſented her with a purſe containing 
a thouſand louis d'ors. This ſame 
perſon brought her ſeveral ſums of 
money afterwards, at different times ; 
and ſhe received through this channel 
about 1 50,000 livres, without ever 
learning, or being able to diſcover 
to whom ſhe was obliged for this 
noble allowance. As all this tended 
to confirm her in her ideas that ſhe 
belonged to a very wealthy family, ſhe 
ſpent this money as faſt as ſhe re- 
ceived 'it, All at once her remit- 
tances ſtopped. She had little or no 
money 15 her — ſo that in a ſhort 


time, 


135 J 
time, as ſhe made no alteration what- 
ever in her ſtyle of living, ſhe con- 
tracted debts to the amount of 
60,000 livres, which remained un- 
diſcharged at the time of her-being 
arreſted at Bourdeaux. 

In the deſperate ſituation to a 
the menaces of her creditors reduced 
her, ſhe took the wild reſolution of 
fabricating thoſe letters, which when 
preſented to her at her examination, | 
ſhe owned were dictated by herſelf. 
As, firſt, the letter to M. de Coben- 
zel, dated, VIENNA — From my bed 
f two in the morning.” — Another, 
ſigned, «© Le Comte J. de Weifſen- 
&« dorff.” —Another to the Emperor, 
addreſſed to Florence. — Another to 
the Bavarian Miniſter at Paris. — 
+, 4 a 


| 2 56 1 

And, laſtly, the letter to the King 
of Spain, which had led to the diſ- 
covery, But though ſhe frankly con- 
feſſed the having ſear all theſe letters, 
ſhe declared at the ſame time her per- 
fect ignorance of that ſigned Le 
* Comte de Dietrichſtein® — and of 
ſeveral others, which the Counts de 
Cobenzel and de Neny had received 

from time to time concerning her. 

K 18 obſervable, that her ſimpli- 

city was ſo great, as to make it im- 
poſſible to explain to her how highly 
criminal ſhe had been, in procuring 
forged letters on ſubjects of ſuch im- 
portance. She made the ſame re- 
ply now, that ſhe had done to M. 
St. Gere at Bourdeaux. — Nay, ſhe 
innocently perſiſted in it, that ſhe 
thought 


E 
thought ſhe had ated right — be- 
cauſe the extraordinary education that 
had been given her, the conjectures ſhe 
had formed of her parentage, the por- 
traits which gave ſuch weight to thoſe 
conjectures, and the conſiderable ſums 
that had been remitted to her, could 
not but lead her to ſuſpect, that ſhe 
was the late Emperor's daughter—She 

declared that ſhe had never uttered her 
thoughts to any human creature: but 
finding herſelf all at once utterly for- 
ſaken, ſhe concluded the perſon was 
dead, who had the charge of furniſh- 
ing her with money. — And as ſhe 
ſuppoſed that this perſon alone was 
acquainted with the place of her a- 
| bode, ſhe concluded that her ſupplies 
only ceaſed, becauſe her reſidence was 
no 


E 
no longer known. However, as ſhe 
thought it highly probable that her 
father might have entruſted more than 
one perſon with the ſecret of her birth, 
ſhe hoped, by writing to all the moſt 
illuſtrious ſervants of the houſe of 
Auſtria, to find ſome one, who know- 
ing her hiſtory, might place her in 
that ſituation which her father had 
deſigned for her. She ſaid further, 
that ſhe did not write theſe letters in 
her own name, becauſe ſhe would not 
expoſe herſelf to the troubleſome cu- 
rioſity of thoſe, who not being in the 
| ſecret, would immediately make en- 
quiry about her birth. That if but 


one of thoſe letters had fallen into 


the hands of any perſon acquainted 
with her ſtory, that perſon would 
To im- 


L 1 


immediately have known more par- 


ticulars of her life than ſhe herſelf 


could know. In the mean time, her 


ſuſpicions being unſupported by po- 
| fitive proof, all that ſhe could ſay 
would not prevent her paſſing for an 


impoſtor. She added, that a ſtrong 


argument of her conſcious innocence, 


and of her firm perſuaſion that ſhe 


was really the Emperor's daughter, 
might be drawn from the circum- 
ſtance of her having pointed out 
the place of her abode in all her 
letters; every one of which tended 
to put her in the power of the court 


of Vienna — that court, which was 
alone intereſted in puniſhing a fraud 


of this nature. — She affirmed, that 


ſhe never had conſulted any perſon 
| 33 what» 
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whatever as to the ſteps ſhe had taken 


— and ſhe particularly denied having 
written the letter, ſigned © The Prin- 


<« ceſs d'Averſberg,” which the Duke 
de Richelieu received ſoon after her 
arrival at Bourdeaux. 

One remark ought to be made 


upon this letter. The Duke imme- 


diately ſent a polite anſwer to the 


Princeſs d' Averſberg, ſtating, that 


& in conſequence of her recommen- 


« dation, he would treat Mad.“ de 


ce Schonau with all poſſible reſpect, 
and would afford her every ſer- 


« vice in his power.” This letter 


was delivered to the Princeſs by M. 
du Chatelet, at that time the French 


Ambaſſador at Vienna. We may 


2 8 ſuppoſe, that if ſhe had not 
written 


1 
written to the Duke in favor of the 
ſtranger, ſne would immediately have 


anſwered, that ſhe knew not ſuch a 


perſon as Mad.“ de Schonau; for 
no one would willingly ſecond any 
impoſture— but ſhe made no anſwer 


whatever. It is natural therefore to 
ſuppoſe, that ſhe did write the letter 


- of recom mendation— and that conſe- 
quently © ſhe knew all the myſteries of 


the ſtranger's birth. This being the 


caſe, what motive could have indu- 
ced the Empreſs ſo expreſsly to 


guard her miniſters againſt—aſking 


any queſtions whatever of the Princeſs 
d' Averſberg? This would infallibly 
have led to a diſcovery of the whole 
ſtory. 


The 
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he ſent to inform Mad. 


1 

The account which the priſoner 
gave of the late Duke of Vork is like- 
wiſe very important. As ſoon as his 
Royal Highneſs arrived at Bourdeaux, 
ne de Schonau, 
that he had an affair of great conſe- 
quence to communicate to her ; and 
he requeſted her to appoint ſome 
time, when he might ſee her, without 
the knowledge of any perſon in the 

city. She replied, that if he wiſhed 
for ſecrecy, ſhe thought the moſt 
private hour would be at ſix in the 
morning, after a ball given by the 
Duke'de Richelieu. His Royal High- 
neſs came at the appointed time. He 
told her, that the intent of his viſit 
was to learn the amount of her debts, 
and that he was commanded by a 

lady 


k 
lady of quality to give her a ſum of 

money. She confeſſed to him, that 
her creditors importuned her greatly 
for 60,000 livres. He deſired her to 
make herſelf perfectly eaſy, and the 
ſame day ſent her 700 louis d'ors ; 
informing her, that he would ſoon 
| furniſh her with money ſufficient to 
diſcharge all her debts. His Royal 
Highneſs left Bourdeaux on the mor- 
row. 

A ſhort time after this ſhe fell ſick. 
One morning, whilſt St. Gere was 
by her bedſide, a letter was brought 
her from the Duke of York, dated 
« Monaco.” St. Gere began to read, 
as follows — © I was about to ſend 
* you the remainder of your money; 
e but when 4 . your houſe, I re- 

% ceived 


| „ 
cc ceived a letter, which poſitively com. 
c manded me 10 give you no more than 
« g part of it. I have written to the 
« Princeſs d Av. St. Gere ha- 
read thus far, ſhe ſnatched the letter 
out of his hands, and would not ſuf- 
fer him to finiſh it. [All the cir- 
cumſtances reſpecting this letter have 
been ſince proved.) „ 
When ſhe was aſked, why ſhe 
ſnatched the letter out of St. Gere's 
hands? and who was the princeſs 
mentioned in it? ſhe replied, it was 
the Princeſs d' Averſberg — that ſhe 
herſelf did not know her; but the 
Duke of York had told her, that the 
Princeſs intereſted herſelf much in 
her behalf; and that he knew all 
| | the 


E 
the myſtery of her birth — ſhe ſaid, 
that when ſhe heard the firſt ſyllable 
of her name, ſhe feared there might 
be ſomething in the remainder of. the 
letter more immediately reſpecting 
the princeſs—or that it might contain 


the ſecret of her ſtory, with which 


ſhe: wiſhed St. Gere to be for ever 
unacquainted. At theſe words, ſhe 
drew from her pocket the Duke of 
York's letter. M. de Neny read it 
| aloud. The remainder was as fol- 
lows : | | 


„ D*AvERSBERG 3 and have requeſted 
e Permiſſion, at leaſt to ſend you the 
« ſum you want to ſhelter you from 
« the purſuits of your creditors =— 
ut 1“ | _— 
 " FF 


& 7 have written to the Princeſs 


VS) Ee ER — . — 


— — —— r 2 222 en ren 
— — eee ED: ol ei —jE4ö—ͤ ot — —— . GP 404 enter A 41 er 
R 2 - "—— — ah nog 1 th 

Rr — — 3 — agen 7 x — r 


B 


— 


* 
[i 
1 
1 
1 
1 
14 
I: + 
4 
11 
| 
i $0) 
. 1 
16 
ty. 
8 

1 
1 
1 

* 
1 
{| 


1 

In a few days after her receiving 
this letter, the ſtranger heard of his 
Royal Highneſs's death. She ſent 
to the perſons who were appointed 
to examine his papers, requeſting 
them to return her picture and her 
letters. One letter only was found, 


which was ſent her, as well as her 


picture; and another portrait, which 
afterwards ſhe preſented to M. de 
Camerlang, at Fort Monterel. 

The examination, after twenty- 
four ſittings, being entirely finiſhed, 
Mefirs. de Cobenzel and De Neny 
ſeriouſly conſidered what ſteps were 
moſt proper to be taken in conſe- 
quence of it. The Court having de- 
fired them to give their opinion, they 
_ «That the moſt prudent mea- 

None” 
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ſure would be to place the poor | 
e girl in ſome diſtant convent, and 


£ 


* 


o 


* 


there keep her, till time ſhould 


* throw ſome light on this myſterious 


A 


«+ affair.” At the moment when this 


opinion was to have been tranſmitted 


to Vienna, M. de Neny received a 
letter from his father (private ſecre- | 
tary to the Empreſs) which ſtated, 


that from the examination, which had 
been ſent from time to time to court, 
her Imperial Majeſty had formed a 


very diſadvantageous opinion of the 


ſtranger; and that ſhe was determined 
to treat her with the utmoſt ſeverity, 
After reading theſe diſpatches, M. de 
Neny's ſentiments were ſo entirely 
changed, that he propoſed ſending 
— unhappy priſoner to Bourdeaux, 
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and there putting her into the power 
of her creditors. He even ſent this 
to Vienna, as his opinion. But the 
Count de Cobenzel, whom no con- 
ſideration whatever could induce to 
change thoſe ſentiments which honor 
and humanity dictated, feared not, in 
behalf of innocence, to diſpleaſe his 
ſovereign herſelf: and wrote as fol- 
lows. — | | 

Though it appears to me, that the 
“ priſoner is not the daughter of the 
« Emperor, there are, however, cir- 
„ cumſtances in her ſtory, which 
„ throw a myſterious perplexity over 
* her birth; and in this ſtate of un- 
5 certainty, I cannot be of Monſieur 
* de Neny's opinion, I likewiſe 
think, that the meaſure propoſed 
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by that gentleman, of ſending ha 
back to her creditors, 1s repug- 
nant to the well-known clemency 
and benevolence of . her Imperial 
Majeſty, and at the ſame time mi- 
litates againſt her wiſh, that this 


affair ſhould be buried in ſilence, 


as much as poſſible, If the poor 
wretch be ſent to her creditors, 


ſhe will be reduced to the fatal 


and horrible alternative of periſh- 
ing without relief in a priſon,, or 


of ſeeking ſupport in infamy it- 
ſelf, by means of her beauty and 

perſonal recommendations. --And 
perhaps the Empreſs may be in- 


duced to pity this unfortunate 
young woman, when her Ma- 


« jeſty is aſſured that her morals - iT 
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appear to have been as yet irre 


proachable: Beſides, to ſend her 


again to Bourdeaux, would be to 


give weight to thoſe reports which 
ought to be ſuppreſſed —— be- 


* cauſe all the world will ſay, that 


the impoſture not having been 
puniſhed, the ſtory of her birth 
muſt needs have been in ſome 
meaſure believed. The objection, 


* that it will be neceſſary to pay her 
debts, if we do not put her a- 


„gain in the hands of her creditors, 


& „ 
* 
cc 
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appears to me trifling, when com-' 


pared with thoſe ſerious evils, 


which will reſult from follow- 
ing my. colleague's opinion. Her 


debts do not amount to 60,000 


% livres—ſhe has effects of conſide- 


&& rable 


1 
& rable value at Bourdeaux, the ſale 
of which will produce a great part 
« of that ſum; and the remainder 
« appears to me below the conſide- 
ration of her Imperial Majeſty's 
„ munificent heart. This genero- 
„% ſity will give the Empreſs an ab- 
s ſolute right to diſpoſe of the un- 
© fortunate priſoner in ſuch a man- 
* ner, as to reſcue her from the dan- 
gers of ſeduction. Ws Ns 
« therefore is, 

That her Imperial Majeſty fend 


« the ſtranger to a convent in the 


« Tirol, or ſome other diſtant pro- 


vince of her dominions, where no 
« rumor of the ſtory hath hitherto 


<« been circulated. — She may there 


5 e a lite * peace and obſcurity 
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« at a trifling expence to the Em- 
ic preſs; and, if time ſhould throw 
<« any light on her hiſtory — if ſhe 
ce ſhould appear to belong to per- 
& ſons of rank and diſtinction, as 
< the large ſums put into her hands 
& lead us to believe —we ſhall not 
« have to reproach ourſelves with 
« thoſe misfortunes, to which this 
young creature will inevitably be _ 
expoſed, if M. de Neny's advice 
& ſhould be taken. Indeed I look upon 
* it to be dangerous on every account. 

] ſhould even prefer the putting 
<« the priſoner to death at once, if 
« this was not totally irreconcileable 
ce with every idea of her Imperial 
« Majeſty's clemency. If the Court 
« deign to liſten to my opinion, 
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the young lady's property may be 
ſold, and her debts paid, without 


any ſuſpicion on the part of her 


creditors, that the Empreſs is con- 


cerned. And this they muſt not 


think, leſt they ſhould be led to 
ſuppoſe that her Imperial Majeſty 
is actuated by ſomething more than 


mere pity. It will be ſufficient to 


write, as from the ſtranger, to a 
banker at Bourdeaux; ordering 
him to ſel] her furniture and ef- 


fects, and to take an exact account 
of her debts: whatever it may be 


neceſſary to add may be ſent in 
the young lady's name—and her 
creditors, ſatisfied with being paid, 


and having been accuſtomed to 
ſee her in poſſeſſion of conſider- 
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& able ſums, will have no reaſon to 
4e ſuſpect the benevolent hand, which 
« affords her this laſt ſuccor.” 

'This wiſe advice was not followed ; 
and that of the Count de Neny was 
impracticable. The Duke de Choiſeul 
refuſed to grant the paſſport neceſſary 
to conduct the unhappy priſoner to 
Bourdeaux. In, vain M. de Barre, 

(Secretary to the Embaſly at Paris, 
and Charge des Affaires in the Count 
de Mercy's abſence,) repreſented to 
the Duke, that her creditors would 
be injured, if their debtor was not 

reſtored to them — he ſeemed to 
think ir a plea of no conſequence, and 
perſiſted in his refuſal, 

The day before M. de Cobenzel's 
death, after he had received the ſa- 

. | crament, 


„„ 
crament, he ſaid to a confidential 
friend, who had been made acquainted 
with every circumſtance reſpecting the 
ſtranger : I have juſt received diſ- 
* patches from Vienna, charging me 
« to acquaint the Court with the 
&« priſoner's whole hiſtory — by no 
„ means to diſmiſs her — and to 
e take no ſtep without freſh orders.” 
He alluded to a letter juſt received 
from M. de Kaunitz, The Count 
immediately burnt it; adding, by 
way of reflexion, ** Zou ſee an honeſt 
« man's opinion will ſometimes pre- 
ce vail”. | 5 

He died the next day: and it is 
probable, that but for this misfortune, 
the affair would have ended in a very 
different manner. If ſimilar orders 

came 


| [ 16 x 
came to any other 1 8 they came 
too late. 
Four days ler bis: death, the 
ſtranger was taken out of priſon— 
a Sub-Lieutenant of the Marechauſſce 
of Brabant conducted her to Quiev- 
raing, a ſmall town between Mons 
and V alenciennes — fifty louis d'ors 
were put into her hands—and ſhe was 
abandoned to her wretched deſtiny, 


+1+ This narrative is a faithful ab- 115 
tract of the twenty-four examinations, 
which M. De CoeBenzeri's nephew, 
the CouNT pe Coroniny, who 


himſelf was preſent during all of 
them, communicated to the Author. 


THE END. 


